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 STATE PRESIDENT - - Robert Herridge of Bellville has been elected the president of 

the Texas German Society. 

Herridge named state president of TGS 
Robert Herridge, Bellv ille resident, was elected state president of the Texas German Society (TGS).  He was selected at 

the state TGS Convention in Brenham on March 6.  Herridge is past president of the Bluebonnet Chapter of TGS 

and has been active in promoting German heritage, culture and language in school functions and area events.  Herridge, a 

former professional musician, played for many years at Gilley's Club and traveled with Mickey Gilley and Johnny Lee. 

He has been active in reviving the 1860's original singing group, the Concordia Gesang Verein.  Robert plays violin, 

guitar and accordion for the singers.  Robert and his wife Marie are co-owners of Herridge and Herridge Insurance in 

Bellville. He is a former elder at Trinity Lutheran Church in Sealy, treasurer for Bellvill e Lodge #11, member of the 

Bellville Lions Club and a Director for the Bellvil le chamber of Commerce.  He holds a degree in accounting from the 

University of Houston-Clear Lake.  At the state TGS Convention in Brenham the program focused on the contributions 

and organizations of the early German immigrants to the Washington County and surrounding areas.  Twenty-one 

members of the Bluebonnet Chapter attended the convention.  The Bluebonnet Chapter is one of the 21 chapters in Texas. 

http://www.texasgermansociety.com/
mailto:marie@herridgeconsulting.com
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The purpose of this organization is to promote and preserve the German culture, language and traditions.  The Bluebonnet 

Chapter meets bi-monthly at the Hill Center in Sealy.  Anyone, including non-German speaking individuals, is invited to 

join this organization by contacting the chapter president, Herbert Schumann at 979-865-3804. 

 

 

Message from President Robert Herridge 

 

Grüße zu allen, 

 

I hope and pray that this latest issue of The Reporter finds everyone in good cheer.  The very hot summer is 

upon us, so be careful when working outdoors. 

 

I would like to take a small amount of space in this first issue since being elected as President of the TGS.  I 

consider this a great honor and I am humbled by everyoneôs kind words.   

 

For the German side of my family, we have come full circle.  I say this because my Grandfather Gerstenberger 

surely thought the German heritage of the family was long lost when being German became nicht so gut.  But, 

here we areé.my wife, Marie, is Editor of The Reporter; my mother, Betty, is Secretary of the Bluebonnet 

Chapter;  both sing with the recently reorganized Concordia Gesang Verein;  I speak German as much as 

possible with our grandchildren, Hayden Kistler, Payton Lindsay, Jillian Herridge, and make it fun for them!  

Ja, Großvater und Großmutter Gerstenberger, wir haben nicht vergessen - Unser Erbe und Unser Leben.    

 

Through our involvement with the Texas German Society, we have almost daily opportunities to promote our 

heritage in many ways.  I like commenting on peopleôs last name whenever I remotely suspect they may be of 

German descent.  Then, I encourage them to look into their family history and I tell them about our 

organization.  It is a fun way to strike up a conversation and make a new friend!  Remember this tip;  always 

first smile big, then shake hands and say ñWie gehts yaôll!ò. 

 

Bis Später! 

 

 
President Herridge and his board Jeff Lindemann, Aaron Schindewolf, Peggy Schulin, Alleen Winkler, Marie 

Herridge, Glenn Guettler, Glenn Altwein, Kathryn Haluska, Al Fischer, Roy Whitney. Not pictured is Christa 

Prewitt, Dolores Taylor
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  TGS EXECUTIVE BOARD AND CHAPTER PRESIDENTS

President: 1st Vice President: 2nd Vice President:

 Robert D Herridge Jeff Lindemann Aaron Schindewolf

5462 Hwy 159 West 3405 Roseland 6218 Windrose Hollow Lane

Bellville, Texas 77418 Houston, TX 77006 Klein, TX 77379

(979)865-0935 713-524-3988 281-370-9747

robert1@herridgeconsulting.com Jeff.lindemann@hccs.edu akschindewolf@sbcglobal.net

Secretary: Treasurer: Program Director

Peggy Schulin Christa Prewitt      Alleen Winkler

P.O. Box 1242 P O Box 992      2831 CR 323

Katy, TX 77492 Elgin, Texas 78621      Lexington, Tx. 78947

(281-391-5545 (512)281-2916      (512)253-6310

peggyschulin@comcast.net Christaja@prodigy.net

Editor/Webmaster: Publicity Director: Immediate Past President:

Marie Herridge Glenn Guettler Gray Westmoreland

5462 Hwy 159 West 13730 Hambleton Circle 402 Orth St. 

Bellville, Texas 77418 Houston, Texas 77069 Yoakum, Texas 77995

(979)865-0935 (281)444-7572 (361)293-9193

marie@herridgeconsulting.com glennguettler@aol.com brendawestmoreland@sbcglobal.net

Director  (2009-2011) Director (2010-2012 Director (2010-2012

Glenn Altwein Kathryn Haluska Al Fischer

1441 Fm 155 107 Krupka Dr. 404 Magnolia Dr. 

La Grange, Texas 78945 Columbus, Texas 78934 Brenham, Texas 77833

(979)247- 3456 (979)733-9129 (979)251-8429

khaluska@sbcglobal.net krau41@mac.com

Director (2010-2012 Director (2010-2012)  

Dolores Taylor Roy Worth Whitney

4621 Avenue O 5814 McKnight St. 

Galveston, Texas 77551 Houston, Texas 77035-2424

(409)750-9587 (713)723-0384

dtylr28004@yahoo.com roy_whitney@sbcglobal.net

Austin County: Bastrop County: Blackland:

Ann Aschenbeck August Hannemann Jeanie Yarnell

1101 S. Nassau 327 McClendon P O Box 1696

Round Top, Texas 78954 Elgin, Texas 78621 Belton, Texas 76513

(979)249-3930 (512)285-4328 (254)931-2385

ahannemann@sbcglobal.net cybersaint@hot.rr.com

Bluebonnet: Colorado County: Fayette County:

Herbert Schumann Kathryn Haluska Glenn Altwein

5099 Centerhill Rd. 107 Krupka Dr. 1441 FM 155

Bellville, Texas 77418 Columbus, Texas 78934 La Grange, Texas 78945

(979)865-3804 (979)733-9129 (979)247-3456

hschuman@industryinet.com khaluska@sbcglobal.net

Fort Bend County: Galveston County: Golden Crescent:

Cathy Hanzik Dolores Taylor      Harvey Spies

6477 Fenske Lane 4621 Avenue O      101 Hill Creek Lane  

Needville, Texas 77461 Galveston, Texas 77551      Victoria, Tx. 77905

 (281)342-8243  (409)750-9587      (361)578-6658

cathyhanzik@gmail.com dtylr28004@yahoo.com Spies77905@yahoo.com
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Harris County: Heart of Texas: Katy Tri-County:

Jeff Lindemann      Betty Hubbard        Linda Phillips

  (See 1st Vice Pres.)      410 E. Karels        P O Box 5793

     Robinson, Tx. 76706        Katy, Texas 77491-5793

     (254)662-0116         (281)347-6747

 hubbardbetty@earthlink.net linda@ohlenbusch.com

 

Lavaca County: Lee County: North Harris County:

Joyce Manning Georg Ulbrich Roger Wunderlich

500 Burt Street 6114 Peeler Rd 20817 Rhodes Rd #1

Yoakum, Texas 77995 La Grange, Texas 78945 Spring, Texas 77388-3718

(361)741-6094  (979)247-4936 (281)353-4646

remanning3732@att.net  georg@ulbrich.org

South Belt: Tarrant County: Washington County:

Lydia Dozler      Dan Schoppe Al Fischer

11330 Sageburrow       1008 Auburn Drive 404 Magnolia Dr. 

Houston, Texas 77089      Arlington, Tx. 76012  Brenham, Texas 77833

(281)481-1238       (817)860-1624 (979)251-8429

ldozler@yahoo.com dlschoppe@yahoo.com krau41@mac.com

President's Chapter (Members at Large):

 Gray Westmoreland

(see Past President)

Lifetime Director: Lifetime Director: Lifetime Director: Lifetime Director:

     Alfred Drescher      Sanford Schmid Edward Wachholz Flora von Roeder

     956 N. Jefferson      250 S. Main 401 Heatherwilde Blvd. #120 2515 Shakespeare2

     LaGrange, Tx. 78945      LaGrange, Tx. 78945 Pflugerville, TX 70660-3535 Houston, Tx. 77030

     (979)968-8803      (979)968-3382 (512)989-3537 (713)666-6085

mannie@cmaaccess.com flroeder@earthlink.net
Lifetime Director:

Glenn Guettler

(see Publicity Director)

MUSEUM (DAS HAUS) COMMISSION

 Elected Members

Ann Aschenbeck Glenn Guettler Herbert Gerken Christa Prewitt Dorothy Leyendecker

(See Austin County) (See Publicity Dir) P.O. Box 291433 (See Treasurer) 903 Front St.

Kerrville, TX 78028 Columbus, Tx. 78934

Paul Schenck Ruth Froebel Verena Aeschbacher (713)732-3302

4222 Creamer Creek Rd. 2227 Cherry Bend 1116 Old Nelsonville Rd. leyco@sbcglobal.net

LaGrange, Texas 78945 Houston, Texas 77077 Bellville, Texas 77418

(979)-247-4114 (281)531-0822 (979)865-8814

paulschenck@cvctx.com

Lifetime Members of Das Haus Commission

Joycine & Louis Hanath Geraldine Luetge Mildred Schulze Sanford Schmid

4261 Routt Road 806 FM 1457 1528 Stokes Road (See Lifetime 

Chappell Hill, Tx. 77426 New Ulm, Tx. 78950 Fayetteville, Tx. 78940     Director)

(979)836-9127 (979)357-2133 (979)357-2142

Crockett & Dorothy Leyendecker Paul Schenck

(See Elected Museum Member)   (See Elected Museum Member)
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*********************************** ********** ******************  

CHAPTER ACTIVITIES  

 
Austin County 

 

Bastrop County 

 
The Bastrop County Texas German Society meets monthly at 7 pm on the second Thursday of each month , 

alternating  pretty much between Faith Lutheran Church in McDade and St. Peterôs Lutheran Church in Elgin 

although occasionally we do meet somewhere else.  We have a membership of approximately 25.   

 

 

Blackland Chapter 

 
No report.  

Bluebonnet Chapter 

 
The Bluebonnet Chapter of the Texas German Society met at the Hill Center on May 26, 2010.  Allene Porter 

led the Pledge to the U.S. flag.  President Herbert Schumann welcomed 31 members and 7 guests. Tillie Sell 

thanked the Helga Cook, Elisa Ledbetter, Hilda Allison and Evelyn Kieke for the refreshments.  Joyce Bullard 

thanked everyone for the cards of sympathy on the death of her husband, Robert Bullard.  The minutes of the 

March meeting were read and approved.  Fred Groth was ill and Herbert Schumann read the treasurerôs report 

and it was filed for audit. 

 

Old Business ï President Herbert reported that the Saengerfest was a huge success but there was no totals of 

earnings as yet. 

 

New Business ï Grace Holtkamp reported on the scholarship program.  There was only 1 applicant this year, 

Elise Brune, the Sealy German teacherôs daughter.  Grace read the essay to the members.  One of our chapter 

members, Helga Cook gave a program about her experience in growing up in Germany during World War II. 

 

One of our guests was Debi Waldrop from Katy.  She brought Doreen Zernodorf, a German exchange student at  

Katy High School.  President Herbert asked her to tell about young people in her town and the schools which 

she said were much harder.  She spoke very good English. 

 

Our next meeting will be the 4
th
 Wednesday in July, an ice cream social.  Meeting adjourned. 

 

Colorado County 
 

Our adult German classes continue on Monday nights at 6:30 pm at the Milam House in Columbus.  We also 

have ongoing plans to visit/attend performances in the area.  We hope to attend the ñSauerkrautsò concert on 

January 30
th
 at the Sanford Schmidt Amphitheatre in La Grange and hope to see many of you there. 

 

June 24 ï Had their summer party with some great food at the Leyendeckerôs home.  It was well attended by the 

members and President Robert Herridge, wife Marie and mother Betty also attended.  Robert graciously 

provided music along with the Colorado singers for the entertainment.  A wonderful time was had by all. 
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Golden Crescent Chapter 

 
June 6, 2010 - This meeting was our annual picnic.  We met at 3:00pm at the First United Methodist Church Wesley Hall.  

Bunco and dominoes were played by the members until it was time to eat. 

 

Clifford Kunkel, President, gave a prayer including a blessing for the food we were to enjoy for the evening.  Fried 

chicken was served from Moo Mooôs and left over was sold to the members. 

 

A short meeting was called to order by Clifford Kunkel, President, at 4:30pm. 

 

Old Business:  Dorothy Boehm presented the idea of having a ñGames Partyò for our fund raiser this year at our last 

meeting.  Clifford turned the meeting over to Dorothy so she could discuss her progress with this plan.  After much 

discussion it was decided to have the ñGames Partyò the second Sunday in October (10
th
), in the Christian Life Center, if 

it is available. 

 

After discussion the following items were decided: 

Games Party to be October 10, 2010 from 2:00pm to 5:00pm, if room is available 

Silent auction with items donated by members, Mary Ruth Kainer, Chairman of Silent Auction 

Bake sale with baked items donated by members, Doris Obsta, Chairman of Bake Sale 

Sandwiches, chips, cookies, tea, and coffee will be served 

Charge will be $7.00 per person to bring their games, players and enjoy the afternoon 

Door prizes will be awarded, donated by members 

Dorothy Boehm will be calling members to see who will assist in the kitchen, taking money at the door, handling the 

reservations, assisting with advertising, and anything else that needs to be done. 

 

New Business:  No new business was discussed.  Program:  No program was presented, members played games and 

visited.  Attendance:  42 people attended.  Meeting was adjourned at 5:30pm. 

  

All  Golden Crescent Texas German Society meetings for 2010 will be held at the First United Methodist 

Church Wesley Hall 407 North Bridge, Victoria, Texas beginning at 7:00 on the first Thursday of February, 

April, August and October.  The annual Picnic will be on Sunday June 6 and the Christmas Party will be Friday 

December 3, 2010. 

 

Harris County Chapter  

 
 Our January meeting offered as guest speaker James Kearney, author of Nassau Plantation: The 

Evolution of a Texas German Slave Plantation (University of North Texas Press). His topic was "Friedrich 

Armand Strubberg aka Schubbert, the Colonial Director of Fredericksburg, Texas."  

 Johann Otto Meusebach, who succeeded Prince Solms-Braunfels as the Commissioner General of the 

Society for the Protection of German Emigrants in Texas (Adelsverein) engaged a Dr. Schubbert to become the 

director of the Fredericksburg settlement. Dr. Shubbertôs real name was Friedrich Armand Strubberg. 

Meusebach and Dr. Shubbert quarreled over a dispute that led to a gun battle at the Nassau Plantation. During 

the battle, Conrad Caspar Rohrdorf, the official artist of the Adelsverein, was killed, and Shubbert confiscated 

Rohrdorfôs renderings of Texas. 

 After the battle, Shubbert returned to Germany, where he became an author of illustrated adventure 

novels set in Texas. Kearney argues that Shubbertôs first novel contains illustrations by Rohrdorf. Many of his 

novels were anti-slavery in theme. 

 For our March meeting, one of our own Harris County chapter members, Louis Aulbach, presented on 

the topic ñThe Hanging Oak and Hangmanôs Grove.ò Mr. Aulbach explained how he and a colleague, Linda 

Gorski, noted an old tree in front of what was the old Albert Thomas Convention Center. The tree has a city of 

Houston marker near it entitled ñThe Old Hanging Oak.ò The two set out on a historical research journey to 

discover the story behind the tree.  
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 The tree, apparently a Texas Live Oak about 400 years old, is on the corner of Capitol Avenue and 

Bagby. Unfortunately, as Mr. Aulbach discovered, the tree is wrongly named. According to a legend dating to 

the Republic of Texas, eleven criminals were hanged from this tree. Not true! The legend promotes a local 

history myth. However, the myth is ñrootedò (so to speak) in some truth. 

 Historical documents reveal there was a ñHangmanôs Groveò in Houston, but the groveôs exact location 

had been a subject of debate for Houston historians. Mr. Aulbach discovered an article in the Galveston Daily 

News from August 23, 1887, that reveals a Mr. Peter Gabel owned a twenty acre tract in the south part of the 

Fourth Ward known as ñHangmanôs Grove.ò Apparently, the last hangings in Houston were held there in 1867. 

After that date, the hangings were held in the downtown county jail. 

 As for the old oak, it graced the property where several of Houston old courthouses once stood. No one 

was ever hanged from the tree, but friends and family members of those executed in the jailhouse near the tree 

would stand under it and mourn the deaths of those about to be hanged there. 

 For our May meeting, David Welling, author of the award-winning history book Cinema Houston 

(University of Texas Press), was our speaker. His topic was "The German Influence in Early Houston Movie 

Theatres." Mr. Welling first gave of a history of Houstonôs earliest movie theatres including the Metropolitan 

(1926) and Loewôs State (1927), both designed by architect Alfred Finn, born of German ancestry in Bellville. 

Both of these theaters were elegant in design. The Metropolitan was decorated with ancient Egyptian motifs 

while Loewôs state featured d®cor from classical Greece and Rome. The theaters housed state-of-the-art 

projections systems and organs for musical background. 

 Mr. Welling next explained the type of cinema produced in Germany during the silent movie era. It was 

ñGerman expressionism,ò a style of cinema that was distinct and recognizable, especially with film sets 

constructed in odd angles. Perhaps one of the most notable of the movies in German expressionism is Robert 

Wieneôs The Cabinet of Dr. Calagari (1920). Another film in this style is F. W. Murnauôs Nosferatu (1922) and 

Fritz Langôs Metropolis (1927). Mr. Welling also mentioned the film Sunrise as an example of a silent film that 

was planned in Germany but directed in Hollywood by German director F. W. Nurnau. 

 We also learned about German actors and actresses who came to America such as Marlene Dietrich and 

German film musicians such as Erich Wolfgang Korngold. 

 For our July meeting, we did not have a speaker; instead, we decided to follow up on David Wellingôs 

presentation on German cinema in historic Houston by showing a silent movie directed by the German director 

F. W. Murnau, who was brought to Hollywood along with his cinematic technique ñGerman expressionism.ò 

The silent movie we showed (with a musical soundtrack and written subtitles) was the 1927 Sunrise with Janet 

Gaynor. Murnau planned the movie in Germany, but he directed it in California. It was 20
th
 Century Foxôs most 

expensive silent movie and one of the last silent films before the advent of the ñtalkies.ò No doubt this film was 

shown in one of the beautiful Houston movie palaces during the late 1920s. 

 Sunrise is the compelling story of a husband and wife living in a rural area which, as one of the early 

subtitles reveals, could be ñanywhere.ò The husband is tempted by a beautiful city vamp who tries to persuade 

him to drown his wife and run off with her to the big city. He almost goes through with the evil plot until he 

realizes his profound love for his wife and is redeemed. When the film ended, we all agreed that it was an 

incredible experience, one filled with intensity, romance, suspense, humor, andðthank goodnessða happy 

ending! 

 

Heart of Texas Chapter 
 

Jan - The Heart of Texas Chapter of the Texas German Society meets on the 4
th
 Tuesday of every month  at the 

Trinity Lutheran Church in Woodway. The program was a movie brought by Helen Miller on "Discovering 

Germany", which was enjoyed by the group.  
 

Mar -  We had guest Jane Williamson of the German Genealogy Research group of the Central Texas Genealogy Society. 

Anyone interested in German research is welcome to attend the meetings. They are planned for the first Monday of each 

month at 10 a.m. at present or you can call the Waco McLennan Co. Library. At present we have 37 paid members. 
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Betty reported on the State Convention and we also had received a note from Kathy Radde stating that the folk dancers 

from Whitney High School had placed second in state competition. We have an upcoming trip to Washington County on 

April 17
th
 that will include Das Haus and end at the Burton Cotton Gin Festival. Ben Wolle stated that Oktoberfest would 

be on October 9
th
 at the Crawford Community Center.     

 

The program was provided by members who brought old and interesting family items. Each spoke briefly about those 

items as to whom they had belonged and the history if it was known.  We were fortunate to see some lovely and 

interesting things: beautiful crocheted bedspread, old aprons, old wooden items, quilts, wall hangings, embroidery, 

bonnets and many others.  It is always interesting to see the things about that people have cared enough to retain in the 

family.  Sad to say that so much has been lost because sometime older family members didnôt want ñthat old junkò. 

 

Apr - Betty Hubbard reported that 15 of our members made the trip to Washington County. They had a full and 

exciting day exploring the beautiful country sides of Washington and Austin Counties. The Brenham Museum, 

driving by historical homes and churches, the Carousel at Firemanôs Park, Das Haus and the Burton Cotton Gin 

Festival were all part of exploring where many of our ancestors originally settled.   

 

Our program for the evening was a video about the Berlin wall, its building and ultimately its fall, provided by 

Marianna Scheidler, whose son had obtained from the German Consulate in Houston.  It was quite interesting 

and a number of members stated that they learned things they had never known before. 

 
May -  A MAIFEST PICNIC at the Trinity Lutheran Church Pavilion was a great success. The Whitney High 

School German Folk Dancers furnished entertainment. We had around 35 in attendance and great food. The 

ñDancersò were so much fun to watch. Their energy and enthusiasm is contagious between them. Lisa and 

Kathy said some of the newcomers are just learning some of the dances, but they are still such a delight to 

watch. We thank them all for coming to entertain us on that beautiful Saturday afternoon.  

 

 

Katy Tri -County Chapter 
The Katy Tri-County Chapter members began the new year with the election of  

Officers for 2010: 

President  Linda Phillips 

Vice President  Norman Wied 

Secretary  Peggy Schulin 

Treasurer  Norma Moore 

Hospitality  Omega Wied 

Historian  Roberta Rylander 

 

Also members began making plans to attend the upcoming convention in Brenham in March.  

 

In January, we were visited by Stefana DeLaToree who conducts heritage tours and who spoke 

to the members about the seaside city of Bremerhaven and the heritage museums available, especially for 

researching our ancestors. 

 

The Katy High School German Teacher, James Kearney, has had his book now published on  

the Nassau plantation.  Mr. Kearney also spoke at the convention in Brenham.  

 

In March, our program was presented by Susan Kaufman, manager of the Clayton Library Center 

for Genealogical Research in Houston.   Ms. Kaufman gave an interesting program about  

researching our ancestry and gave lots of hints and handouts to help us start collecting information. 

 

April was a fun meeting since were entertained by the German students from Cinco Ranch  
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and Seven Lakes high schools in Katy.  They presented programs which they used in state  

competitions such as, dances, poetry, songs and ensembles.    

 

Then in May we were visited by Linda Martin Rust from the Harris County Parks Dept.   Ms. Rust talked about 

the restoration of the Cypress Railroad station in Cypress, Texas on highway 290, which was called the 

Juergenôs store at one time also.   

 

Lavaca County 

 
The Lavaca County Texas German Society meets every other month. The members have been blessed by the 

programs presented to the chapter in the last year.  Dolores Tousignant shared Catholic prayer books written in 

German.  Eileen Lindemann gave an informative program on her great-grandfather, Albrecht Dietrich 

Heitmann, who was a carpenter. The book Texas Furniture by Lonn Taylor features some of her great-

grandfather's work. Mrs. Lindemann has a five-foot wide China cabinet that she is donating to the Witte 

Museum in San Antonio.  Betty and Monroe Rathkamp presented a program on German dance.  They played 

recordings from different German regions. Mr. and Mrs. Rathkamp wore their German dance costumes. 

John Langhoff shared some of his family history through pictures and letters.  The letters, which had 

been passed down through several generations, had just recently been translated into English by Grey 

Westmoreland. 

 

 On October 6, 2009, Lavaca County Judge Ronnie Leck signed a proclamation declaring that day GERMAN 

HERITAGE DAY.  Members present for that signing were: Monroe & Betty Rathkamp, Charles & Judy 

Soehnge, Joyce Manning, Virginia Flathmann, Eileen Lindemann, and Mildred Lindsey. 

 

 On October 8, 2009, 22 members and two guests met at Shiner Restaurant and Bar to enjoy a delicious dutch-

treat meal. 

 

The Christmas party was held at Hochheim Prairie Schoolhouse hosted by Monroe & Betty Rathkamp. This is 

an early schoolhouse by Turner Hall that the Rathkamps have restored. Everyone present enjoyed a delicious 

German style catered meal. After the meal Mrs. Rathkamp told us how she had made the 

delicately cut paper Christmas tree ornaments. German music was enjoyed by everyone. Canned goods and cash 

was donated to the food pantries in Yoakum and Hallettsville. 

 

The June meeting will be a picnic in the backyard of Robert and Joyce Manning. Officers for 2010 are: 

President-Joyce Manning, Vice-President-Charles Soehnge, Secretary-Betty Taylor, Treasurer-Grey 

Westmoreland.  

  

Lee County 

 
Our chapter meets every first Thursday of the month at 5 pm at First National Bank meeting room.  We always 

have refreshments after the meeting and program. 

 

The Lee County chapter has a new president - Georg Ulbrich.  He took charge at our March meeting. Took a 

trip to Germany in April and was delayed coming back due to the volcano spewing ashes all over Europe. 

  

At our April meeting we were entertained by an accordion player from Serbin which was enjoyed by all. 

  

The May meeting was quite lively as George and Elva told us about their recent travels and showed pictures. 

We also had as our guests Robert Herridge and his wife Marie from Bellville - our TGS President and editor. 
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We also are very pleased to add several new members to our group.  During the summer month our meeting 

time has changed. We start at 6 pm with only light refreshments following the meeting. During our June 

Meeting we will have a Dulcimer group com and play for us. Our next big get-to-gether will be in August - our 

annual picnic in Warda - 1st. Thursday of the month at 4 pm. Our members like to play Dominoes  

and sing. We hope for some more entertainment from the Mt. Elise singers which Elva Ulbrich directs. 

  

We are already busy planning the State Convention which will be in Giddings at the Sons of Herman Hall and 

hosted by the Lee County Chapter on March 5th, 2011. So keep that day open as we promise an exciting time. 

 

 

North Harris County  

 
March - The North Harris County of the Texas German Society met on Monday, March 22, 2010 at 7 pm in 

room 116 of the Trinity Lutheran Family Life Center at Klein Church Road and Spring-Cypress.  There were 

about 41 persons in attendance. 

 

Roger Wunderlich welcomed everyone and called meeting to order.  The minutes were read and approved.  

Treasurer reported a balance of $2,069.73. 

 

The program was presented by Gary and Evelyn Stuhr.  They showed a video entitled ñGermans in Americaò.  

In the 1840ôs living conditions were unbearable in Germany.  There was an uncertain future and oppression.  It 

was an unfair and unjust society.  The Germans were unable to own much land and many other restrictions on 

hunting, cutting down a tree and other rules.  Beginning in 1844 the Germans began hearing about United States 

being a land of freedom so they were seeking a better life in America.  They said good-bye to their families and 

began the journey.  They faced many hardships traveling by boats, sickness, hunger and crowded conditions. 

 

Some Germans had made arrangements for teams of mules and wagons to take them to central Texas but the 

plans were not fulfilled.  They continued their journey because there were much to gain, cheap land and 

freedom.  They began to raise cotton which they sold so they could buy land.  The people had to fight the 

Indians.  They made treaties with the Indians but some others caused it to be broken.  There was death from 

diseases and etc. but they were so determined to build log cabins homes, establish communities with churches 

and schools.  There also were hard times during the civil war.  The Germans did not want slaves but they were 

asked to make leather goods, uniforms and some were drafted to be in the war.  It was a very interesting 

program.  We are all descendants of these brave Germans and we are so grateful for their determination. 

 

There were 2 guests, Becky Martin and Doug Haude, who both joined our chapter.  Welcome.   

 

Announcements:  about 25 members from our chapter attended the State Convention in Brenham.  Germanfest 

in Tomball will be held this weekend with lots of food and entertainment planned.  The committee to be on the 

Channel 11, Great Day Houston, to announce the event.  On April 15, the Boehmetaler Brass Band direct from 

Germany will perform at the Houston Liederkranz Hall.  Meeting adjourned.  Everyone enjoyed fellowship and 

refreshments. 

 

May - The North Harris County of the Texas German Society met on Monday, May 24, 2010 at 7 pm in room 

116 of the Trinity Lutheran Family Life Center at Klein Church Road and Spring-Cypress.  There were about 

52  persons in attendance.  Roger Wunderlich welcomed everyone and called meeting to order.  The minutes 

were read and approved.  Treasurer reported a balance of $2,049.23. 

 



Texas German Society Reporter 11 Summer 2010 

Grady Martin and Paul Paseman reported the German Heritage Festival, which was held in Tomball, March 26-

28, was a huge success.  The weather was excellent.  They announced the Christmas Market in Tomball will be 

held 2 day this year, December 11 and 12, 2010. 

 

The program was presented by Harrold Henck, a 5
th
 generation Texan of German descent, who holds degrees in 

both History and Communications.  He is a charter member of the Galveston Texas German Society.  Mr. 

Henck recently contributed to ñGalveston, the Forgotten Gatewayò a multi-media immigration exhibit at Moody 

Gardens in Galveston through September.  He gave us a report with a power point presentation explaining when 

the Germans came to United States from 1683-1983.  Most of them came in the New York port of entry and 

populated Pennsylvania, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota and middle America.  Many of the Germans 

contributed their talents, inventions and traditions to settled  America.  Jamestown was named for a man from 

Germany.  In the 1840ôs to 1900ôs many came in the ports of New Orleans, Indianola and Galveston.  Many 

settled in the Gulf coast area and Central Texas.  Mr. Henckôs program was very interesting and informative.  

Everyone enjoyed it very much. 

 

Roger welcomed several visitors to the meeting.  The Houston Liederkranz invites you to its Kaffee, Wein, Bier 

Klatsch on Sunday, June 13, 2010 at 3 pm.  Meeting adjourned.  Everyone enjoyed refreshments and 

fellowship. 

 

Southbelt Chapter 

 
We meet at Mount Olive Lutheran Church on Scarsdale every third Thursday at 5:30 pm.  Our meetings begin 

with food and fellowship.   

Our chapter has been busy!  At the November 2009 meeting, officers for the next year were announced:  

President Lydia Dozler, Vice President James Hamm, Secretary Corrine Stanley and Treasurer Gwen Fenner.  

We planned what each would bring for our big Christmas Dinner and also an unwrapped give for a needy child 

or a cash donation. 

In January Lydia Dozler told about the $4000 scholarships available for students in high school German classes.  

We need to encourage students at nearby Dobie High School to apply.  Christa Herrick and new member 

Anneliese Younger, both born and raised in Germany, told of their experiences of life during WWII and also 

memories of what it was like coming to the U.S. 

At a recent meeting Dock Fenner and James Hamm gave us some interesting information about the town of 

Indianola including a map of the way it was before the 1875 storm and pictures of what it is today.  Both had 

some ancestors who were immigrates from Germany and lived there.  Then Gwen Fenner read a poem about 

Indianola. 

Corrine Stanley heard that eight grade students at Santa Fe Junior High school had been researching the 

Holocaust and had a big exhibit open to all.  She went and was very impressed. 
 

Tarrant County  

 
We met the third Friday of the month at All Saints Lutheran Church, corner of Green Oaks Blvd & Kelly-Elliott 

Road in southwestern Arlington.  For more information, contact R.J, Bessenhoffer, V.P. Programs & Public 

Relations at 817-460-5685. 

 

Washington County 
   
The Washington County Chapter, meeting at the Sons of Hermann Lodge in Brenham, began the 2010 year with a 

presentation by Gloria Nix, one of our members.  As owner of Glissmannôs Gift Store on Main Street in Brenham, she 

shared her storeôs history and had many stories to tell of its long past as well as significant events in Brenhamôs history.  

She supplemented her talk with many photos and articles which members enjoyed. 
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Our chapter went into full speed ahead January through the beginning of March preparing for the annual state convention 

held in Brenham at the Firemanôs Training Center on March 6.  No regular meeting was held in March, but in April we 

decided to celebrate with a potluck supper and ice cream sundaes.  Jim Kearney, author of Nassau Plantation, as well as 

Robert Herridge and his wife Marie joined us for the evening.  Jim signed books for members and gave a brief talk on the 

book.  Robert and Gene Hackemack provided wonderful German music for us. 

 

In May our members devoted their time and energy to participate in the German Village as part of Brenhamôs annual 

Maifest celebration. 

 

We still have available German cookbooks published by our chapter for sale at $10 each.  If interested in purchasing any, 

please contact Pat Fischer at 979-251-8429. 

 

We are planning a fun get together for June before we rest for the summer months and return in September for regular 

monthly meetings. 

  

"Members of the Washington County Chapter have been working on a fundraiser.  We have collected German 

recipes which we had published into cookbooks that we are selling for $10.00." 

 

 2011 TGS Convention! 
 

Lee County Chapter, TGS, is looking forward to and working hard on the next State convention to be held 

March 5, 2011, in Giddings, at the Sons of Hermann Hall. 

*******************************************************************  
  
The below email was from Ray Dittmar:  We attended the convention in Brenham, and one of the 
presentations on the program that was cancelled was by the Texas Polka Museum. I just want to 
say that here has been an uptick in interest in German and Czech polka and waltz music over 
th e past few years. One catalyst for this has been the Big Joe Polka show that airs on RFD TV 
on Wednesday and Saturday evenings. Also, of course, the many Octoberfests and other fests 
held all over the US. For any of you that would like to listen to polka m usic over the 
Internet, there are two shows available that air from New Braunfels hosted by Roy Haag and 
Clarence Scheel. Roy's program is at www.polkavariety.com  and is general Czech and German, 
while Clarence foc uses on German music at www.nbgermanmusic.com. These are archived so you 
can listen to the  weekly 1 - hour shows whenever you like. I also often tune in to RFD on 
Saturday evenings to listen to the Cumberl and Highlanders bluegrass music show and to the 
Marty Stuart country music show. Ok, I like symphonic music too, so don't call me a 
hillbilly. I'd bet some of you can't get RFD TV on your television set.  

 

 

German American Immigration History Lecture Given at North Harris County Chapter  

Submitted by Erika Teske 

 

On May 24th, Mr. Harrold Henck, Jr. of Galveston presented a program on German Immigration to the United 

States and the German Cultural Contributions to America.  The lecture included an overview of Germanyôs 

history and how developments there led to periods of immigration to the United States.   Without these 

immigrants, America would not be the nation we know today. 

 

Henck mentioned many notable Germans who made their mark in early American history including: Martin 

Waldseemueller, the German mapmaker who ñnamedò America based upon the journals of Amerigo Vespucci; 

Franz Daniel Pastorius, the founder of the Germantown, PA, and Baron Friedrich von Steuben, the Prussian 

http://www.polkavariety.com/
http://www.nbgermanmusic.com/
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drillmaster who trained Washingtonôs Army for the American Revolution.  Henck then spoke on the Germans 

who came to Texas in the 1840ôs via the Adelsverein and the founding of Fredericksburg and New Braunfels. 

 

He also highlighted 19th Century immigrants such as Carl and Margarethe Schurz; Thomas Nast, and Levi 

Strauss as well as German political, educational and business legacies in American history. Among their 

contributions are National Parks, Kindergartens, Blue Jeans and political satire.  Other German traditions and 

cultural icons such as the Christmas tree, Christmas songs, the Grimm Fairy Tales, churches, beer and food and 

how they remain vibrant in American society were also explained. 

 

Despite their numerous contributions, however, the dark side of Germans in American history was presented:  

Anti-German propaganda of the First World War and official US government sanction of the Creel Commission 

began the degradation of German influence in America.  The tragedy of Nazi rule in Germany and the 

subsequent Second World War led to a further decline in the acknowledgement of Germans in American history 

as Henck explained. 

 

The lecture ended on a positive note with a discussion of the revival of German heritage in America via groups 

such as the Texas German Society as well as the continued cultural and economic ties the US maintains with 

modern Germany.  These links are seen in the Houston area in groups such as the Houston Saengerbund, 

Houston Liederkranz, Deutsche Samstagsschule, German Language Center, Houston-Leipzig Sister City 

Association, German Chamber of Commerce, and the regional Consulate General of the Federal Republic of 

Germany.  Henck admonished our audience to remember the best of what German have contributed to America 

and to continue promoting and preserving the ties that link us to Germany. 

 

Mr. Henck is a 5th generation Texan of German descent and a charter member of the Texas German Society, 

Galveston County Chapter.  He holds degrees in History and Communications and recently contributed to 

ñGalveston, the Forgotten Gateway,ò a multi-media immigration exhibit on display at Moody Gardens in 

Galveston through September of this year.  All those in attendance agreed his presentation was both educational 

and enjoyable. 

Weekend Guide to the Top German-American Radio Programs in the U.S.A. 

  
The following listed programs are streaming live on line and have been updated for 2010. Fill your home once more with 

the sound of German-American radio each weekend from German-American Communities across the country.  

  

Show your support by listening and calling into request a song. Please forward this information to friends and family. 

Webmasters, please add these links to your organization websites. 

  

Let's all join together to help keep German-American Radio Programs alive.  

  

The List:  

  

Breakfast Mit Hans 

WJYI-AM JOY1340. Milwaukee. Every Saturday 8am-9am Central Time 

Hosted by Hans Peter Schaaf. 

On line streaming at www.joy1340.com 

  

German-American Continental Showcase 

WJYI-AM JOY1340 Milwaukee. 

Every Saturday 1pm-4:30pm Central Time. 

Hosted by Robert Deglau 

On line streaming at www.joy1340.com  

  

Benediction Lutheran Church's German Service. 

http://www.joy1340.com/
http://www.joy1340.com/
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WJYI-AM JOY1340 Milwaukee. 

Every Saturday 4:30pm-5pm Central Time 

Pastor Eberhard Klatt 

On line streaming at www.joy1340.com 

  

German Music Program 

WTKM-FM 104.9 Hartford 

Every Weekday. 4:30pm-5pm Central Time. 

On line streaming at www.wtkm.com  

  

Hallo Deutschland 

WTKM-FM 104.9 Hartford 

Every Sunday. 9pm-10pm Central Time 

Hosted by Bob Ziegenbein 

On line streaming at www.wtkm.com 

Extra Information Site. http://www.musikderheimat.com/HTML/EN/Startpage.htm 

   

Deutschland Echo. Every Saturday and Sunday 9am-11am Central Time.  

Armin Homann brings you the best in German Music and News from Chicago's impressive German-American 

Community. http://radiotime.com/station/s_21594/WNWI_1080.aspx 

  

German Music from Rochester New York. George Hoffmann's German Radio Program. Every Saturday Afternoon from 

2:00pm to 4:30 Eastern Time. Listen live on line at Jazz 90.1 http://www.jazz901.org/listen-live/ 

  

WOBO Radio Presents Heinz Probst and Wolfgang Grossmann's Over The Rhine Showcase from 1:00 to 6:00 pm every 

Sunday. Cincinnati, Ohio. http://www.wobofm.com/index.htm 

  

 Sunday morning from 8:00am to 1:00pm and listen live to the Toronto/Kitchener Area's best in German Radio. 

http://www.am530.ca/index.html 

   

Ted Hierl's Philadelphia Area German-American show (live on Sunday mornings 10 am to 12 pm or listen to the archived 

show of the week any time. http://cazoo.org/TedHierl.html 

  

Cleveland's German American Program. Hosted by Joe Wendel and Ruth Kleine Marino. Sunday Mornings WCSB 89.3 

listen on line 10am to 12pm http://wcsb.org/listen/ 

  

The German Family Society of Akron presents its weekly live broadcast of German Music and news from Akron's 

German/Donauschwaben Community Sundays from 6pm to 7pm Streaming live on 91.3 Akron, Ohio. 

http://www.913thesummit.com/audio/ 

  

The German Tunes of The Queen City. WAIF 88.3  

Great German Music from Cincinnati, Ohio Streaming live on line every Wednesday Evening from 5pm - 8pm E.S.T.  

http://www.waif883.org/ 
 

 

 

http://www.joy1340.com/
http://www.wtkm.com/
http://www.wtkm.com/
http://www.musikderheimat.com/HTML/EN/Startpage.htm
http://radiotime.com/station/s_21594/WNWI_1080.aspx
http://www.jazz901.org/listen-live/
http://www.wobofm.com/index.htm
http://www.am530.ca/index.html
http://cazoo.org/TedHierl.html
http://wcsb.org/listen/
http://www.913thesummit.com/audio/
http://www.waif883.org/
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